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“And afterward, after the terrible tragedy in Dallas, 
she would remember how she had told him, ‘There’s 
just one thing 1 couldn’t stand — if 1 ever lost you 
Her voice had drifted off, leaving the unthinkable 
- unspoken, and he had murmured reassuringly, 7 
know, I know.’” 

In the aftermath ,of Mrs. Jacqueline Ken-, 
nedy’s battle to protect her privacy, the passage 
quoted above stands alone among her intimate 
revelations in the first installment of William Man- 
chester’s controversial “The Death of a President,” 
as published in Look magazine. 

Part One of the serialization, scheduled to 
reach newsstands on Tuesday, carries the story of 
President Kennedy’s assassination from the politi- 
cal reasons for his final trip to Texas through Lee 
Harvey Oswald’s lapse into madness in a Dallas 
suburb on Nov. 22, 1963. 

In the course of his narrative, Manchester 
depicts: 

President Kennedy as a pawn in a bitter po- 
litical feud between Gov. John B. Connally. Jr. of 
Texas and Sen. Ralph Yarborough. 

The president’s reluctance to make the trip. 
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Warnings of danger from 
Democrats. 

The president’s plans to 
’ reshuffle his cabinet. 

A lusty argument between 
Kennedy and Vice President 
-Johnson the night before the 
assassination. 

Jacqueline Kennedy’s dis- 
taste for Connally. 

The president’s study of 
French to enable him to ne- 
gotiate directly with French 
President Charles de Gaulle 
and his plans for a trip to 
Japan. 

The president’s concern for 
Mrs. Kennedy’s clothing in 
her appearance before Texas 
women. 

Drinking by Secret Serv- 
icemen. 

And how Marina Oswald’s 
rejection of a gift sealed 
men’s fates. 

Of the trip to Texas, Man- 


chester writes, “The prospect 
was unappetizing and vexing 
to the chief executive.” 

Texas Votes 
Were at Stake 

At stake, however, were 25 
electoral votes in a presi- 
dential election less than a 
year away. The Democratic 
party in Texas, a state car- 
ried by the Kennedy-Johnson 
ticket by a narrow margin in 
1960, was split. And the 
principal figures in the divi- 
sion were Connally, a con- 
servative, and Yarborough, a 
liberal. 

President Kennedy be- 
lieved, according to Manches- 
ter, that Johnson should have 
been able to patch up the bit- 
terness unaided. “The trip 
seemed to toe an imposition.” 

But Manchester describes 
Johnson at that time as a 
political “cipher,” a man 
whose office as vice president 
left him without leverage in 
political wars. His family 
was generally ignored by the 
press, Mrs. Johnson was a 
stranger to the interior of the 
president’s plane and Johnson 
himself— much .to his dis- 
taste — was at times denied 
permission to use Air Force 
One by the president’s Air 
Force aide. 

In addition, rumors — de- 
scribed by Manchester as 
“groundless”— to the effect 
that Johnson might not be 
Kennedy’s running mate in 
1964 were in circulation. 

When Kennedy’s decision 
to make the Texas trip be- 
came known, warnings of 
possible danger were for- 
warded to the administra- 
tion. Byron Skelton, a Demo- 
cratic national committee- 
man from Texas, wrote to 
. Attorney General Robert F. 
Kennedy on Nov. 4 to say he 
would “feel better” if Dallas 
were removed from the itin- 
erary. 

Skelton also expressed his 
feans to Walter Jenkins, 
Johnson’s principal aide, and 
-.even flew to Washington to 
back up his arguments with 


personal visits to the Demo- 
cratic national chairman, 
John Bailey, and to national 
committeeman John Bruno. 

Another warning to the 
president came from Sen. 
William J. Fulbright of Ark- 
ansas, who told him: “Dallas 
is a very dangerous place. 
I wouldn’t go there. Don’t 
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These prominent Democrats urged President Kennedy not to go to Dallas, William Manchester states in his book, "2 


you go.” 

But there was one element 
of the forthcoming trip that 
elated the president. Mrs. 
Kennedy was to accompany 
him. 

JFK Worried 
Over Her Health 

In the summer of that year, 
her second soil — Patrick Bou- 
vier Kennedy— had died less 
than two days after he was 
born. The president was 
deeply concerned about her 
recovery' and, although she 
wanted to stay with him and 
their two children, he en- 
couraged her to travel 
abroad. 

The trip — marked by her 
10-page letters of longing for 
him and her wish that he 
could have shared her trav- 
els — proved effective therapy. 

When Mrs. Kennedy re- 
turned, she told the pres- 
ident, ‘‘We’ll campaign. I’ll 
campaign anywhere you 


want.” 

The president hoped she 
would take pleasure In the 
Texas trip and that ' a good 
time would encourage her to 
accompany him on similar 
journeys to come. 

“For the first time in their 
marriage,” Manchester wrote, 
“he asked her what she th- 
tended to wear. Dallas espe- 
cially Interested him. ‘There 
are going to be all these rich 
Republican women at that 
lunch, wearing mink coats 
and diamond bracelets,’ he 
said. ‘Be simple — show these 
Texans what good taste 
really Is.’ ” 

Mrs. Kennedy put on a 
fashion show for her hus- 
band, showing her dresses to 
him, asking his advice. The 
day before they left for 
Texas, he spoke on the tele- 
phone on two occasions with 
Pamela Turnure, Mrs. Ken- 
nedy’s secretary, worrying 
about the effect of riding in 
an open car on his wife’s 


hair-do. 

Weatherman 
Let Him Down 

He also checked weather re- 
ports and was informed that 
the weather would be cool. He 
advised Mrs. Kennedy to pack 
accordingly,' and later— when it 
was too late— was told, that the 
forecast for the period of the 
trip was for hot weather. 

The President was angry and 
let his aides know it. He didn’t 
want his wife’s trip spoiled be- 
cause her heavy clothes made 
her uncomfortable. But it was 
too late. 

The president had other 
concerns besides his wife’s 
clothing on the forthcoming 


trip. Among them, according 
to Manchester, were rela- 
tions with France and Japan; 
his cabinet and the race for 
reelection in 1964. 

To deal with French Pres- 
ident de Gaulle,, the presi- 
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I Private Dinner 
On Final Night 

Although they were sched- 
j uled to attend a banquet on 
the night before the assas- 
1 slnation, President and Mrs. 
i Kennedy dined alone in their 
hotel room. 

In “The Death of a Pres- 
ident” as serialized in Look 
Magazine, author William 
Manchester points out that 
the Kennedys were forced to 
eat before any such public 
appearance, because' once 
j they arrived, there was no 
time for eating. 


' dent had determined to learn 
! French to enable him to ne- 
I gotiate directly and more 
effectively. His lessons were 
kept secret. His teacher, Mi's. 

I Jacqueline Hirsch, who was 
also his daughter Caroline's 
French teacher, had told him 
it would take him a year to 


master the language. 

“I bet I do it in six 
months.” he told her. 

Kennedy, remembering that 
Iriots in Japan had compelled 
President Eisenhower to put 
aside plans for a visit there, 
was also determined to polish 
America’s standing in Japan 
with a visit the following 
February. So, as he prepared 
for the trip to Texas, he was 
also making final arrange- 
ments for the start of a trip 
that would take his press 
aide, Pierre Salinger, and a 
team of cabinet members to 
Japan to pave the way for 
the presidential visit to fol- 
low. 

JFK Expected 

To Race Barry 

As for the coming elec- 
tions, Manchester reported, 
Kennedy was virtually cer- 
tain that the Republican 
party would nominate Barry 
Goldwater. In that case, he 
felt he would win re-election 
by an overwhelming margin. 
But he refused to count on 
such good fortune and was 
planning for an intensive 
campaign against a strong 
opponent. 

Manchester reported that, 
after winning a second term, 
Kennedy intended to switch 
Secretary of Defense Robert 
McNamara to Secretary of 
State, replacing Dean Rusk. 
After the departure of Rusk, 
according to Manchester, 
Robert F. Kennedy had all 
but decided to request that 
he be appointed assistant 
secretary for inter-American 
affairs. 

Still preparing to leave 
Washington, President Ken- I 


nedy had breakfast with the 
then Sen. Hubert Humphrey 
of Minnesota and Rep. Hale 
Boggs of Lousiana, the House 
Whip. Both expressed fears 
of what might happen in 
Dallas. 

Manchester wrote, “Ken- 
nedy said the thought that 
an American president could 
not go into any American 
city was simply unaccept- 
able.” 

Big Squabble 

Over the Dais 
Meanwhile, in Texas, the 
Connally - Yarborough feud 
was playing its role In the 
outcome of events. At issue 
was the place where Kennedy 
would make his Dallas ad- 
dress and on that choice de- 
pended the route of the mo- 
torcade. 

Proposed as sites for the 
Dallas speech were the Wom- 
en’s Building, Market Hall 
and the Trade Mart. All 
three met with no objection 
from the Secret Service. 

Jerry Bruno, the national 
committeeman, wanted the 
Women’s Building. But the 
Women’s Building had a low 
ceiling, and that fact— Man- 
chester maintained — con- 
flicted with Connally’s plans. 
Seeking to relegate Yarbor- 
ough to an inferior position, 
Manchester said, Connally 
wanted to tiers of tables for 
the dignitaries in Dallas as in 
Austin. 

He wanted to sit with the 
President on the top tier, 
while other dignitaries — in- 
cluding Yarborough — were 
sitting in the inferior spot. 

Bruno could have made a 
final decision on the speech 
site and, if he had chosen the 
Women’s Building, the Presi- 


dent’s oar would not have 
passed the Texas Book De- 
pository. 

But Bruno made no deci- 
sion and the matter was 
passed to the White House 
for resolution. There, ac- 
cording to Manchester, it was 
“policy” at that time to at- 
tempt to placate Connally. 
Presidential aide Ken O’Don- 
nell chose the Trade Mart but 
Connally’s plan for the two 
tiers of tables to humili- 
ate Yarborough was turned 
down. 

The decision on the site of 
the speech, Manchester 
maintained, “was a political 
decision, made by politicians.’ 

Thus was determined the 
route of. the presidential mo- 
torcade— past the Text Book 
Depository to the Trade Mart. 

After breakfast on Nov. 21, 
Caroline Kennedy said good- 
bye to her father and went off 
to school. Forgetting his an- 
ger over the weather fore- 
casts that showed his wife’s 
wardrobe to be inappropriate, 
the president told a maid to 
have his son John Jr. ready 
to accompany his parents to 
the airport to say goodbye. I 

P arents Embrace 3 

Little John 

Bundled In raincoat and 
rain hat, little John flew with ^ 
them in a helicopter to ' 
Andrews Air Force Base 1 
where they were to transfer J 
to Air Force One. Both ' 
parents embraced the boy. ’ 
“I want to come,” he said to" 
the president. 

“You can’t,” his father re- 
plied. 

Little John started to weep. 

The president gave him a 
final kiss and a pat and told 

I 



the Secret Service man in 
charge of John Jr. to see to 
his care. 

Then Air Force One lifted 
off. 

Yarborough was aboard the 
plane and, aware of 
Connally’s plans, gave an 
angry quote to a newsman 
who was to pass it on to other 
members of the press in 
another plane when all 
reached Texas. 

When Air Force One landed 
In San Antonio, Yarborough 
was quickly advised by fellow 
liberals not to ride in the car 
with Johnson. Manchester 
wrote, "Every liberal here in 
Houston knows what Con- 
tially and Johnson are trying 
to do to you, and they’re 
waiting to see if you’ll 
knuckle under to it." 

A Secret Service man told 
Yarborough to ride with 
Johnson but he refused and 
rode with a congressman. 
Connally was riding with 
Kennedy. 

Houston Hails 
Chief Executive 
1 There was a good turnout 
to greet the chief executive 
and the welcome was equally 
effusive at the next stop in 
Houston. There, to the pres- 
ident’s pleasure, Mrs. Ken- 
nedy joined him in mingling 
with the crowd. 

Again in Houston, Yar- 
borough refused to ride with 
Johnson. 

That night, in their hotel, 
Kennedy and Johnson had 
their final confrontation. 
From an adjacent room, 
where she was studying a 
speech she was to make in 
Spanish, Mrs. Kennedy could 
hear angry voices- and hotel 
personnel Who came and 
went in Kennedy’s suite, 
heard the name, Yarborough 
in the discussion on a num- 
ber of occasions. 

Johnson, according to 
Manchester, kept his anger 
in check while with Ken- 
nedy, but someone who saw 
him . leave the chief execu- 
tive’s suite said he appeared 
incensed. ' 

When Johnson left, Mrs. 
Kennedy asked' the President 
what the shouting was about. 
The president appeared to 


Protocol Error 
In Texas Hotel 

In Fort Worth on his final 
trip, President Kennedy’s 
hotel accommodations were 
more cramped and less ex- 
pensive than Vice President 
Johnson’s. 

The air-conditioning in the 
Kennedys’ three-room suite 
was defective and Mrs. Ken- 
nedy’s room overlooked a 
parking lot. 


take the matter lightly, at- 
tributing the tone of the 
discussion to Johnson’s basic 
temperament. But, he noted, 
"he’s in trouble.” 

At that moment, Mrs. Ken- 
nedy expressed her distaste 
for Connally, especially his 
self-praise. She also sensed 
that Connally had been 
“needling” the president. 

Kennedy advised his wife 
not to make her feelings 
manifest to Connally be- 
cause he was trying to bring 
peace to Democratic politics 
in Texas. 

Jackie’s Spanish 
Gets an Ovation 
That night, Mrs. Kennedy 
won a loud ovation for a 
speech in Spanish and the 
president also made a speech. 

Manchester observed that 
while the president appeared 
to be fully at ease when 
making public addresses, the 
effect was studied. He had 
trained at the Staley School 
of Oratory to achieve it, and 
even then, he could not con- 
trol his hands — they shook 
violently when he spoke. And 
Kennedy kept them out of 
sight as much as possible, 
except to make an occa- 
sional sharp gesture. 

After the events of the day, 
Mrs. Kennedy praised him 
and asked how he felt. “Oh, 
gosh,” he replied, “I’m ex- 
hausted.” 

While the president slept, 
Manchester wrote, the Secret 
Service men assigned to 
guard his room livened the 
routine of their assignment 
by going off ‘for drinks. 

But while the President 


was concerned with politics 
and feuds and rest, Lee Har- 
vey Oswald was concerned 
about his wife, Marina To 
Manchester, Oswald and 
Kennedy -represented polar 
opposites. Each was all that 
the other was not. 

On Nov. 21, 1963, after 
work, Oswald returned to his 
wife’s home, where he had 
concealed a rifle in the ga- * 
rage. ? 

Mrs. Oswald shared the | 
home with Mis. Ruth Paine, ^ 
who was separated from her ■ 
husband. According to Man- 
chester, Mrs. Paine, who be- 
friended Marina, was used 
by her as an instrument In 
her dealings with her hus- 
' band. She praised her to be- 
little Oswald. , 

Oswald’s Visit 
Was Unexpected 

The two women, and their 
children were living together 
in the Paine home outside 
Dallas when Oswald paid his 
unexpected visit on Novi 21. 

Although Marina had con- 
fided many intimate secrets 
to Mrs. Paine, she had never 
told her about Oswald’s 
aliases,, his weapons or Ms 
attempt on the life of Gen. 
Edwin Walker. , 

Manchester found this 
“lack of consideration” for 
her protectress “inexcus- 
able.” 

During his visit, Oswald 
sought a reconciliation with 
Marina. Marina, who had 
been constantly irked by Ms 
cheapness, asked him for a 
washing machine.- Eager to 
please her and win her back, 
he assented. 

Marina told him to use 
the money on himself. She 
was happy with Mrs. Paine. 

“That,” wrote Manchester, 
“was the breaking point.” 

In an editors’ introduction 
to the Look serialization ap- 
parently prepared prior to 
the legal dispute over publi- 
cation of the Manchester 
manuscript, the editors state 
that plans for publication 
were carried out only after 
Robert F. Kennedy had given 
the manuscript his approval 
in writing. 



